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In today's world, the term "charismatic witchcraft" may sound contradictory or even confusing. After all, how 
can "charismatic," which often refers to a lively, Spirit-filled Christian faith, be connected to "witchcraft," which is 
condemned throughout the Bible? To fully understand this concept, we must explore what charismatic 
witchcraft means, how it manifests within Christian communities, and how to discern it from genuine, biblical 


Christianity. 


Charismatic witchcraft is a term used to describe the misuse of spiritual gifts, authority, and influence within 

Pentecostal and charismatic Christian circles to manipulate, control, or dominate others for personal gain or 
hidden agendas. While the term "witchcraft" traditionally refers to practices that invoke supernatural powers 
outside of God, charismatic witchcraft involves a form of spiritual manipulation that is cloaked in Christian 


language and practices. 


The Apostle Paul warns against witchcraft in Galatians 5:19-21, listing it among the "acts of the flesh." In this 
context, witchcraft refers not only to occult practices but also to any form of spiritual manipulation or control 
that goes against the will of God. This includes using spiritual authority to manipulate or dominate others, which 
is a deviation from true Christian leadership as modeled by Christ, who served others humbly (Matthew 20:26- 
28). 


Charismatic witchcraft can manifest in various ways within Christian communities. One common example is the 
manipulation of spiritual gifts, such as prophecy, tongues, or healing, to control or dominate congregants. 
Leaders who engage in charismatic witchcraft may present themselves as specially anointed by God, claiming 
exclusive access to divine revelation or guidance. They may use fear, guilt, or promises of blessings to coerce 


followers into obedience or to extract money, loyalty, or service. 


In some cases, charismatic witchcraft involves the twisting of Scripture to justify manipulative practices. For 
instance, a leader might use verses such as Hebrews 13:17 ("Obey your leaders and submit to them...") out of 
context to demand unquestioning obedience, even when their directives are unbiblical or self-serving. This is a 
clear departure from the biblical model of leadership, which is characterized by servanthood, humility, and 
accountability (1 Peter 5:2-3). 


Another manifestation is the practice of "word curses" or "binding prayers" against perceived enemies or 
dissenters. This involves using prayer not to seek God's will but to impose one’s own desires or judgments 
upon others, essentially trying to manipulate circumstances or individuals through spiritual means. Such 
practices resemble the "cursing" found in occult traditions, rather than the biblical model of prayer, which seeks 


God's will and blessing, even for enemies (Matthew 5:44). 


Charismatic witchcraft is spiritually dangerous for several reasons. Firstly, it distorts the true nature of spiritual 
gifts. The Apostle Paul teaches that the gifts of the Spirit are given for the common good, to build up the body 
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:7). When these gifts are misused for manipulation or control, it causes division, 


confusion, and spiritual abuse within the church. 


Secondly, charismatic witchcraft opens the door to deception. Jesus warned that in the last days, false 
prophets and false Christs would appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect (Matthew 24:24). Those who practice or fall victim to charismatic witchcraft are often deceived into 
believing they are following the Holy Spirit when, in fact, they are following human agendas or, worse, demonic 


influences. 


Finally, charismatic witchcraft undermines the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. When leaders claim special 
revelation or authority that contradicts or goes beyond what is written in Scripture, they effectively place their 
words above God’s Word. This can lead to a form of spiritual tyranny where the Bible is no longer the final 
authority, and personal revelations or experiences are elevated above scriptural truth. This contradicts the 


biblical admonition to "test all things; hold fast what is good" (1 |hessalonians 5:21). 


To protect oneself and others from the dangers of charismatic witchcraft, believers must exercise discernment 
and be rooted in the Word of God. The Bible is clear that every believer has the responsibility to test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God (1 John 4:1). This means evaluating teachings, prophecies, and practices 
against the whole counsel of Scripture. If a teaching or practice cannot be clearly supported by Scripture, it 


Should be rejected. 


Believers should also be aware of the characteristics of true Christian leadership. Jesus modeled servant 
leadership, and He instructed His followers to do the same (John 13:14-15). Leaders who seek to control, 
manipulate, or dominate others are not following the example of Christ, and their authority should be 


questioned and held accountable. 


Furthermore, it is essential to maintain a healthy prayer life that aligns with God's will, rather than attempting to 
impose our own will on others. James 4:3 reminds us that when we ask with wrong motives, our prayers are 
hindered. A genuine prayer seeks God’s glory and aligns with His purposes, rather than seeking to manipulate 


others or control situations. 


In all, charismatic witchcraft is a grave issue that significantly threatens the church's health and unity. It 
embodies the misuse of spiritual authority and gifts for personal gain and control, rather than for the edification 
of the body of Christ. Satan employs a new strategy to lure unsuspecting individuals into the church, making 
awareness of these deceptive practices crucial. By understanding what charismatic witchcraft is, how it 
manifests, and the spiritual dangers it presents, believers can better recognize and stand against it. 

Staying grounded in Scripture, exercising discernment, and modeling Christ-like humility and servanthood are 
vital to protecting oneself and the church from this deceptive practice. Let us remain vigilant and rooted in the 
truth, always seeking to honor God and serve others in love, as we are called to "walk in the light, as He Is in 
the light" (1 John 1:7). 


Recommended Readings 


¢ What is the Unholy Trinity of the End Times? 


e Are There Prominent Evangelists Tied to the Illuminati? 
e Are Witches Masquerading as Prophets in the Church? 


¢ What Are the Unseen Forces Shaping Our World Today? 
¢ Is Ecumenism Biblical or a Pathway to a One-World Religion? 
¢ Are Mainline Protestant Beliefs Aligned with Biblical Teachings? 


Further Resources 
e Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 


e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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